There's a War for Your Minds, Kids

I. Thissermon is for the kids in the church.
1. There'sawar being waged for the control of your minds, kids.
2. There are many fronts on which the assaults are being made including:
Teachers discounting God and Creation, and teaching evolution.
Friends pressuring you to not believe in God or to believe in afalse god.
Teachers, society, and the world in general teaching you to go into debt.
Teachers teaching that homosexuality is good and normal.
Friends pressuring you into sin: sex, drunkenness, drugs, theft, foul language, etc.
Teachers and society teaching girls to have careers.
Teachers, TV, and society teaching boys the wrong idea about manliness.
Friends corrupting good manners such as respecting parents and adults and submitting
to authority.
I.  Friends pressuring kids to go to other churches.
Il. The necessity to listen to your parents and your pastor.
1. God hasyour best interest at heart which iswhy He gave you parentsto raise you.
2. God has given your parents the responsibility to raise you and train you in His ways (Eph 6:4).
A. They are supposed to make known to you God's law so that you can put your hopein
God and not forget His works and someday teach them to your children (Psa 78:4-8).
B. They are commanded by God to train you up in the way you should go (Pro 22:6).
3. God commandsyou to obey your parents (Eph 6:1).
A. You must obey them in all things (Col 3:20).
B. You must honor them so that it may go well with you (Eph 6:2-3).
i. This means not talking back to them or questioning them when they tell you to
do something.
ii. Thismeans not saying "no" when they tell you to do something.
iii. This means being respectful to them.
C. God tellsyou to listen to your dad and mom (Pro 1:8; Pro 6:20; Pro 23:22).
D. Don't make your dad and mom angry and sad by being fools (Pro 10:1; Pro 17:25; Pro
19:13).
4. You need to obey me as your pastor too (Heb 13:7; Heb 13:17).
A. 1 am one of your teachers given to you by God (Eph 4:11).
B. Listen to my instruction (Pro 8:10; Pro 8:33).
C. If you despise my words and don't listen to me now, you will regret it later (Pro 5:12-
13).
D. Don't proveto the world that you are stupid by hating my reproof (Pro 12:1).
I11. The need for discernment when listening to teachers, other adults, or friends.
1. God'sword (the Bible) is our standard by which everyone else's ideas are measured.
A. ltisour flashlight in the dark to show us where to go so we don't run into things (Pro
6:23; Psa 119:105; Psa 119:9).
B. We must compare everything someone tells us with what God says and see if they agree
with God, and if they don't they are wrong (Isa 8:20).
C. If anyonetells you anything that is different than what God says in the Bible, then you
must not listen to them (Pro 19:27; Pro 14:7).
D. If it isateacher or an adult that teaches you something wrong, be sure to be respectful
when you reject their teaching.
IV. The various assaults on God's word and teaching you will likely face from teachers and friends.
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1. Teachers discounting God and Creation, and teaching evolution.
A. Some of your teachers might deny that God even exists.
i. Thisstupidity must be rejected immediately.
ii. Itisafool that saysthat thereis no God (Psa 14:1).
iii. Thecreation itself teaches us that there is a God who created it (Psa 19:1; Rom
1:20).

B. Many or most of your teachers will teach you that the earth and the universe are billions
of years old and that they came into existence as the result of a cosmic explosion and
that all life (plants, animals, and people) evolved from lifeless elements over millions of
years.

i. Thisisnot only impossible, but it is completely contrary to how God says He

created the universe and all life on earth.

ii. The Bible saysthat God created the universe and all plant, animal, and human
life in six days, not billions of years (Gen 1:1-31).

iili. The Bible states that the earth is about 6000 years old, not billions of years old.

iv. If you get into adebate with your teachers about evolution, just ask your parents
or me and we will give you plenty of arguments from scripture and science to
support what God says about it.

2. Friends pressuring you to not believe in God or to believe in afalse god.

A. Your friends may make fun of you for believing in God or Jesus Christ or for being a
Christian. If they do, you are blessed (Mat 5:10-12).

B. Thereisonly one God (Isa 44:6) and He is the God of the Bible.

C. Godisatrinity, one God in three persons (1Jo 5:7).

D. The most important thing you can do in your life isto love and believe in God with all
of your heart, mind, soul, and strength (Mat 22:37-38).

E. Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation (Joh 14:6; Act 4:12).

F. You remember this and stick to it with all your strength and don't let anyone convince
you otherwise.

G. Don't even listen to anyone who tells you that the God of the Bible is not the true God
(Pro 19:27).

3. Teachers, society, and the world in general teaching you to go into debt.

A. Debt - 1. That which is owed or due; anything (as money, goods, or service) which one
person is under obligation to pay or render to another: a. asum of money or a
material thing.

B. God doesn't want usto bein debt.

i. Siniscalled debt (Mat 6:12 c/w Luk 11:4).
ii. Weareto owe no man anything (Rom 13:8).
iii. You are aslave to anyone to whom you owe money (Pro 22:7).
iv. Get ajob, save money, and then build your house (Pro 24:27).
4. Teachersteaching that homosexuality is good and normal.

A. Your teachers will likely teach you that homosexuality (gays and lesbians) is normal
and should be accepted just like male-female relationships.

B. God says that homosexual relationships are sinful and go against nature (Rom 1:26-27).

i. God says that men should not lie with men as they lie with women (Lev 18:22).
ii. They that do such things have no place in the kingdom of God which is the
church (1Co 6:9-10).

C. God says that men and women should marry each other (Mat 19:4-6), and therefore

men should not marry men and women should not marry women.
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5. Friends pressuring you into sin: sex, drunkenness, drugs, theft, foul language, etc.
A. You will experience peer pressure from your friends to do sinful things such as these.
i. Remember what God says, "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil" (Exo
23:2).
ii. Remember that following the crowd was what nailed Jesus Christ to the cross
(Mat 27:22-23).
B. Your friends might try to pressure you into having sex before you're married.
i. The Bible calls this fornication.
a. Fornication - Voluntary sexual intercourse between aman (in restricted
use, an unmarried man) and an unmarried woman. In
Scripture extended to adultery.
b. Intercourse - 2. a. Social communication between individuals; frequent
and habitual contact in conversation and action; dealings.
d. Sexual connexion.
c. Connexion - 1. a. The action of connecting or joining together; the
condition of being connected or joined together.
d. Fornication therefore is connecting any part of one person's body (sexual
organ, hand, mouth, etc.) to the sexual organs of another person's body.
e. Thismeansthat oral sex and "hand jobs" are considered fornication.
f. Fornication (sex before marriage) isasin and is forbidden by God (1Co
6:18; 1Th 4:3).
ii. The Bible calls men who have sex before marriage whoremongers (Heb 13:4)
and women who have sex before marriage whores (Rev 19:2).
a. Whoremonger - One who has dealings with whores; one who practises
whoredom; afornicator, lecher.
b. Whore - 1. a. A woman who prostitutes herself for hire; a prostitute,
harlot. b. More generally: An unchaste or lewd woman; a
fornicatress or adulteress. to play the whore (of awoman),
to commit fornication or adultery.
c. Whoremongers and whores will be judged by God (Heb 13:4).
d. They will be excluded from the church (1Co 6:9-10; Eph 5:5).
C. Your friends might try to pressure you into getting drunk or using drugs.
i. Drunkennessisasin (Eph 5:18).
ii. Drunkenness - The state of being drunk; intoxication; the habit of being drunken
or addicted to excessive drinking.
iii. Drunk - 1. a. That has drunk intoxicating liquor to an extent which affects steady
self-control; intoxicated, inebriated; overcome by alcoholic liquor.
iv. Drunkennesswill cause you to lose control of yourself and commit other sins
(Pro 23:29-35).
v. Drunkenness will cause you to be excluded from the church (Gal 5:21).
vi. Drunkenness is not funny and should not be joked about, nor should stories of it
be rehearsed and relished.
vii. Drug use falls under the censure of drunkenness because it is a sin such like it
(Gal 5:21).
D. Your friends might try to pressure you into stealing things (shoplifting, etc.).
i. Stealingisasin (Exo 20:15; Eph 4:28).
ii. Stealing can lead to other sins like lying to cover it up or taking an oath falsely
which makes you end up taking God's namein vain (Pro 30:9).
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E. Your friends might try to pressure you into using foul language.

i. Using God's namein vain is absolutely forbidden (Exo 20:7).

ii. Thisincludes using the words God, Jesus, Christ, and Lord in any way other
than addressing God or talking about Him.

iii. Filthy and corrupt speech isasin (Eph 4:29; Col 3:8; Jam 3:9-10).

iv. All cursing isnot wrong (Mar 11:21).

v. Asyoung people, you do not have the discernment to know when it is
appropriate and when it is not, so you should abstain from it and follow your
parents rules concerning it.

6. Teachers and society teaching girls to have careers.

A. Our society is getting more feminist all the time.

i. Feminist - adj. Of or pertaining to feminism, or to women.

ii. Feminism - Advocacy of the rights of women (based on the theory of equality of
the sexes).

B. Your teacherswill teach you that men and women are equal in every way.

i. God saysthat women are the "weaker vessel" (1Pe 3:7).

ii. God says that wives should submit to and obey their husbands (1Pe 3:1,6).

iii. A society has run amok when women are ruling it (Isa 3:12).

C. Your teachers will encourage you girls to go to college and have careers.

i. God says you should marry, have children, and guide the house (1Ti 5:14).

ii. God saysyou should be keepers at home, not career women in the workplace
(Tit 2:3-5).

iili. You older women and mothers ought to be teaching the younger girls this.

iv. To beakeeper at home doesn't mean you can never leave the house or help
provide for the needs of the family, but your activities should be in and around
the home and for the purpose of the home.

a. Thevirtuouswoman in Proverbs 31 is amodel to follow who brought
food for the family from afar (v.14), bought afield and planted a
vineyard (v.16), and made fine linen and girdles and sold them to the
merchant (v.24).

b. Though she was not in the house all day, all of her work was centered
around and for her household (Pro 31:27).

v. Women who have to work outside the home should be the exception, not the
rule.

vi. Because of the debasement of our money and the state of our economy more
wives are having to work to make ends meet, but before you conclude that your
wife has to work, consider your lifestyle and seeif it could be changed to
accommodate a single income.

7. Society teaching boys the wrong idea about manliness.

A. Boys, the TV and society in general will teach you that you have to be rough and tough,
agood athlete, a sports buff, awomanizer, and to be able to put down lots of beer to be
areal man.

B. Or they will teach you that men are effeminate, incompetent, clueless idiots whom
nobody takes seriously and who need their wives to make all the decisions for them and
run the show.

C. Jesus was the ultimate model of aman (Joh 19:5) and He was none of those things.

D. We areto be conformed (made like) to image of Jesus (Rom 8:29; 1Jo 3:2).

i. Jesuswas (is) areal man.
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ii. Jesus was holy, harmless, and undefiled (Heb 7:26).
iii. Jesuswas meek and lowly (Mat 11:29).
iv. Jesuswas self-sacrificing (Joh 10:15; Joh 15:13).
v. Jesusaways did God's will (Joh 8:29).
vi. Jesuswas aman of authority (Mar 1:22).
vii. If you are characterized by faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience,
godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity, you will be like Jesus and you will be
areal man (2Pe 1:5-8).
E. David summed up what it isto beaman (1Ki 2:2-4). A real man:
i. keepsthe charge of the Lord his God.
ii. walksin God's ways.
iii. keeps God's statues, commandments, judgments, and testimonies which are
written in Hisword.
iv. walks before God in truth with all his soul.
8. Friends corrupting good manners such as respecting parents and adults and submitting to

authority.
A. Your friends will pressure you into rebelling against your parents (and adults in general)
and disrespecting them.

B. God commandsyou to obey your parents (Eph 6:1).
i. You must obey them in all things (Col 3:20).
ii. You must honor them so that it may go well with you (Eph 6:2-3).
a. This means not talking back to them or questioning them when they tell
you to do something.
b. This means not saying "no" when they tell you to do something.
C. This means being respectful to them.
iii. You may think your parents are stupid now, but you will find out that they were
much smarter than you thought when you get older.
C. You should respect your elders (Lev 19:32), and not doing so has severe consequences
(2Ki 2:23-24).
D. You should also obey civil authority (1Pe 2:13-14) aslong as they don't conflict with
God'slaw (Act 5:29).
9. Friends pressuring kids to go to other churches or to no church.
A. Your friends may pressure you to go to other churches with more entertainment,
programs, and friends.
B. Hold fast to the faith that you have been taught in church and at home (1Co 15:58).
C. Don't forsake assembling with the church you know to be true (Heb 10:23-25).
D. Choose like Moses did to suffer affliction with the people of God rather than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season (Heb 11:24-27).

V. Seek God in the days of your youth, kids (Ecc 12:1).

Be like King Josiah who began to seek God while he was yet young (2Ch 34:3).

Seek God early and you will find Him (Pro 8:17).

It is good that aman bear the yoke in his youth (Lam 3:26-27).

Don't be like the rest of us who haveto live with haunting memories of the sins of our youth
(Psa 25:7).
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